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How the latter can be the better: The Referential Meaning of
Kaiming’s Classical Chinese Reader to Classical Language
Textbooks in Contemporary Taiwan
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In 1922 new curriculum standard, it establishes the principle of mixed teaching of
vernacular and classical Chinese, Ye Shengtao, Zhu Ziging, and Lu Shuxiang think mixed
teaching method is detrimental to Chinese teaching, and vernacular and classical
Chinese should be taught separately, the teaching material should also not mixing the
vernacular and classical Chinese, hence they compiled three books of “Kaiming’s
Classical Chinese Reader” which only select classical Chinese literature and six books of
“Kaiming’s New Chinese Language Reader” which only select vernacular Chinese
literature in the 1950s.

30 years after “Kaiming’s Classical Chinese Reader” was published, in the 1980s, since
there was no same property books that could replace this one, hence a new edition of
“Classical Chinese Reader” is compiled and printed. Why can it exist for so long and so
favored? And compared with Taiwan’s major Chinese Books published by publishers
such as Tung-Ta, Lung-Teng and Tai-Yu, what are the characteristics of its style, material
selection, and organization? Whether there is any part that is worth learning from about
its editing and selection thoughts? This paper plans to sample some selections of
literature from “Kaiming’s Classical Chinese Reader” and several Chinese Language
books which have higher market ratio in Taiwan, and compare their similarities and
differences, and further discuss how we can improve and refine our selection and



editing method on Classical Language Textbooks for current time.
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